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The problem of international terrorism is one which has plagued the world for centuries, but since the end of the Cold War, the issue has become so critical that the international community as a whole has been forced to take notice. Islamic terrorism in particular has become endemic to much of the world, including the Middle East, Africa, and Central and Southeast Asia. The causes which are said to inspire the pursuit of Islamic terrorism are many; they range from domestic political oppression and economic disadvantage, to religious inspiration and ideological conflicts between East and West, North and South.

Ukraine believes that given this multiplicity of causes,  the global community must avoid the temptation to attach the same labels to all terrorist movements. Different regional concerns and group motivations must be evaluated to address each specific situation. However, there are general policies which, when put into practice, can help to alleviate the problem. We have a comprehensive framework already before us, in the form of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GCTS), which addresses political, economic, and social concerns of individuals, groups, and states. All that remains is for us to implement it.

Much of the problem that lies behind our failure as an international community to implement the GCTS rests jointly on a lack of incentives and a lack of capabilities. Less-developed states have neither the means nor sufficient reason to cooperate with wealthier nations on the implementation of the GCTS. The offering of monetary aid, trade agreements, intelligence -sharing, and potentially military training by countries such as the United States on a bilateral basis to less-developed countries can go a long way toward making them more willing to cooperate on interdiction efforts as well as the facilitation of talks to resolve crises.

There are also certain sections of the GCTS which ought to be more forcefully implemented. For example, the GCTS calls upon nations to consider the creation of an international center to fight terrorism. Ukraine believes that the international community should, in fact, proceed with the creation of such a center posthaste. The center could better facilitate the exchange of information between governments, an effort that often becomes mired in its execution as intelligence reports sent by foreign governments languish on some bureaucrat's desk in a dusty corner of an embassy, or in a filing cabinet in a deserted records room. It is only through the efficient exchange of information that governments can get the best chance of stopping terrorist attacks before they occur, and the creation of an international anti-terrorism center can accomplish precisely that purpose.

There is one anti-terror tactic that has been attempted in recent years which Ukraine would like to speak most vociferously against, and that is the pursuit of regime change. While regime change may be necessary in certain situations, as approved by the Security Council and the rest of the international community, it must not be seen as a cure-all. Deeper issues of socioeconomic disadvantage and cultural dissonance almost always lay beneath the surface of any situation rife with terror, and even if the government which is intended to be displaced is a state sponsor of terrorism (a difficult contention to prove in any case), the use of measures we see as those of terrorists will likely continue to find a broad base of support within at least some sectors of the nation's populace. Furthermore, as a nation with a history of being manipulated by larger imperial powers, Ukraine understands the possibility of terrorism's being used as an excuse for invading and removing one's ideological enemies. Regime change can never be seen as anything other than a last resort; it is only through cooperation that the nations of the world can ever hope to achieve a lasting peace.

