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The conflict in Chechnya has been going on for centuries. Since the days of Ottoman dominance of the Middle East in the 1500s, Chechens have struggled to regain their freedom, to no lasting effect. The various governments of Russia, from the early nineteenth century until today, have asserted their control over the region through military force, only to be repeatedly undermined by guerilla warfare. Since 1990, when the Russian government appeared unstable or incapable of response, the Chechen leaders have declared independence for Chechnya.

There have been atrocities on both sides, and both sides often fail to acknowledge their culpability in these actions. The infamous Beslan school massacre, in which Chechen rebels killed at least 20 of their captives and the ensuing firefight led to the deaths of approximately 440 more, is one horrifying example. The June 2007 conviction of four Russian soldiers in a military tribunal for the murder of six Chechen civilians is one of the few proven Russian human rights violations, although human rights organizations claim that a widespread pattern of executions and abuses go unresolved.

The Republic of Panama questions who benefits from this continued conflict.  It's certainly not Russian soldiers, who put their lives on the line to put down a so-called “terrorist threat” every day, facing targeted and professional bombings by Chechen freedom fighters.  The people of Chechnya can't possibly benefit from either an intrusive Russian occupation or their extended relocations in refugee camps, as many fellow Chechens are killed during the Russian army's attempts to halt the guerilla warfare.

The beneficiaries of warfare in Chechnya are local power brokers, warlords, fighters, and hard-line forces within Russia’s political and military establishment.  Potential beneficiaries include oil executives and natural gas companies, looking to profit on the region's plentiful oil and gas deposits. While people die by the thousands in the ongoing conflict, these energy conglomerates bide their time, waiting to tap into the natural resources of the Chechen hills. The main economic motive for continued Russian involvement in Chechnya is the production of oil and natural gas. The political motive is clearly to end further political disintegration in the ethnically fractured South Caucuses. The government of Russia must understand that no amount of attempts at suppressing the rebel movement will grant them uncontested control of Chechnya, not after so many failed attempts.

The Republic of Panama proposes that the Russian government and the Chechen rebels enter into a UN-sponsored ceasefire, with eventual talks regarding Chechen autonomy and self-government. Furthermore, Panama believes that UN-backed joint investment in Chechen oil and natural gas by a Chechen proto-government and Russia would allow all those involved to profit, without bloodshed.  Panama urges the de-militarization by rebel groups and pro-Moscow proxy armies.

In the interest of smoothing relations between the two parties, Panama encourages the creation of an investigatory body to consider the various actions taken by both sides of the conflict, to present a report to the Russian government and Chechen leaders. After inspecting this report, the two sides would be encouraged to acknowledge their responsibility for various atrocities and human rights violations. Afterwards, the report would be presented to the General Assembly for approval.

Panama believes that these measures will lead to a lasting peace and prosperity in the region, and an end to bloodshed. We must take action now, to ensure the safety of the Russian and Chechen people alike. 

