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The conflict in Somalia has sadly failed to make significant progress since the Security Council last reviewed the crisis. There has been a civil war in Somalia between two factions, the The Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) and the Transitional Federal Government (TFG), ever since the overthrow of President Siad Barre in 1991. The loss of stability in the country has been fueled by these feuding parties, and the matter is only worsened by the fact that Ethiopia intervened, albeit under African Union sponsorship, to back the TFG who laid claim to the government vacancy initially, but in turn fueled the flames to the extent that a Holy Jihad was called by the UIC against Ethiopians and foreigners in Somalia.

Ethiopia has been strongly involved in this civil war and has been condemned by the neutral international observers for contributing more violence than diplomatic service to the area.  Ethiopian leaders hold strong convictions that they are taking the right path of action to help their African neighbor, but this raises the question of ulterior motives, utter disrespect of a nation’s national sovereignty, and the lack of concern for the human rights of the people in the nation they are involved in combat with.  Prime Minister Meles Zenawi insists that the Ethiopian efforts have been launched from a valid platform, as he said, “The biggest achievement so far is that the Transitional Federal Government and the Somali people have saved the country from being taken over by the Taliban of Somalia.  They made no secret of their intention of establishing a caliphate there.  Defeating them was no mean achievement.”  This comment illustrates the bias of the Ethiopian government, and therefore their inability to effectively arbitrate any ceasefires or attempted negotiations.

An utter disregard for inherent human rights has been a recurring issue in Somalia, and according to the organization Human Rights Watch (HRW), things are not going to get any better any time soon.  The deteriorated state and society in Somalia have been referred to as the worst ongoing conflict in Africa, with 200,000 people fleeing the capital of Mogadishu in November 2007 alone.  Refugees are another aspect of this conflict that has brought the attention of both the international community and the affected neighboring nations.  The Security Council has since passed two ineffective resolutions, and therefore we are now presented with this issue to deal with yet again.
With the recent surge of ethnic violence in Kenya, the first step that we must take is the establishment of a new meeting place for negotiations. With Sudan and Ethiopia to the west and Kenya to the south, none of Somalia's immediate neighbors is a suitable candidate. The Security Council must select a proper location, perhaps Dar es Salaam or Cairo. After this action has been taken, multi-national AU peacekeeping forces which do not involve Ethiopia ought to be dispatched to the region in order to stabilize the country. In addition, the United Nations must organize the proper bodies, as well as NGOs, in an effort to ease the humanitarian crisis and help the Somali people to recover from the nearly two decades of conflict. With this multi-pronged solution, Panama believes the issue may come closer to resolution.  Ultimately the task of helping the Somali people in nation building will be a long term process, one that the United Nations has been involved with since 1962.  The United Nations must remain committed to its ongoing role.

